Serological survey for the prevalence of antibodies to egg drop syndrome 1976 virus in domesticated and wild birds in Israel.
A serological survey of chicken, turkey, goose and duck flocks for the presence of antibodies to egg drop syndrome virus 1976 (EDS 76) has been carried out in Israel. In most of the chicken flocks sampled egg production was not normal, but no antibodies against this virus were detected. Likewise, turkey breeding flocks were similarly negative. All Pekin duck flocks tested showed some serological activity. Muscovy ducks that were reared in direct or indirect contact with Pekin ducks had haemagglutination-inhibition antibodies to EDS 76 virus. Seven cattle egrets trapped on a duck farm were serologically positive. No antibodies were detected in a collection of water fowl raised in a zoological garden.